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Match preview

Serbia coach Miroslav Djukić is calling on his players to "finish the job" as they prepare to take on the Czech Republic
with a place in the UEFA European Under-21 Championship semi-finals at stake.

Semi-finals in sight
Having defeated Italy in their opening Group B fixture, while the Czechs shared a goalless draw with England, Djukić's
team know that another win in Nijmegen will put them into the semi-finals for the third successive tournament with a
game to spare regardless of the result between England and Italy. The Serbia coach is taking nothing for granted,
however, saying: "We must have full concentration on our game against the Czechs. We must forget about everything
else going on in our group, and focus all our attentions on them. Victory against Italy hasn't finished our job; if we
want to get through we must also beat the Czech Republic. Without another win our job is not finished."

'Take control'
Serbia were the top scorers in qualifying among the eight finalists and, although the stakes are now considerably
higher, their coach is promising the approach will remain the same. "I never prepare my team according to what our
opponents might do, I look only at our power, strength and ideas," he said. "We'll try to impose ourselves, take the
initiative and dictate the pace of the game. We can't play another style or gamble by waiting for mistakes. We need
to play our own game and take control all over the pitch. The Czechs are a compact team who press the space. Their
great weapon is a fast counterattack so we can't lose the ball in midfield and give them that chance."

Krasić casualty
Djukić's plans have been disrupted by an injury to winger Miloš Krasić, who will miss the rest of the tournament with
a thigh injury that forced his first-half substitution against Italy. Their coach is not overly concerned, however, saying:
"Of course Krasić is a big loss as he's one of our best players but we have enough players who can replace him. All
his potential replacements have enough quality to come in and do well."

Kolář loss
Ladislav Škorpil has concerns of his own as key midfielder Daniel Kolář will play no further part in the tournament
after damaging his right ankle against England to join a lengthy list of injury absentees. The Czech coach is remaining
stoic though. "All matches begin 0-0," he said. "Every team wants to win. It's like in the casino; everyone who plays
roulette wants to win so we always say we want to win each game we play. The main difference with the first game?
We have to score and prevent our opponents scoring."

'At our best'
The sides met in a friendly last September, Serbia striker Dragan Mrdja scoring the only goal, and Škorpil knows what
to expect. "Serbia always play the same way and they would again even if they hadn't won against Italy. They play
quite defensively and we will have to be at our best. We have to respect our opponents but not fear them, and we
must play well in a technical sense and be motivated to win. If we play our own game we can do that."
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Team facts

Czech Republic
• The Czech Republic earned a point from their opening Group B match against England after Leroy Lita missed an
88th-minute penalty for Stuart Pearce's side. Central defender Roman Hubník said: "The penalty was correct as the
ball hit my hand, but the gods helped us. It would have been wrong to lose as we were the better side."

• Czech Republic goalkeeper Zdeněk Zlámal dedicated the goalless draw to the side's assistant coach Vlastislav
Mareček. The 41-year-old Mareček was a key figure during the qualifying campaign but has been forced to miss the
finals as he battles leukaemia. "We dedicate the point to our former assistant Vlastislav Mareček," said Zlámal. "We
keep our fingers crossed for him."

• Influential midfielder Daniel Kolář injured his right ankle in Arnhem during a collision with England winger Ashley
Young and has been ruled out of the tournament.

• Martin Fillo, Hubník and Michal Švec all picked up bookings against England and will incur a suspension with
another caution.

• The Czech Republic have played 116 competitive fixtures at U21 level, winning 64 and losing 29 with the remaining
30 games drawn. In the process, 223 goals have been scored and 111 conceded.

• The Czech Republic last qualified for these finals in 2002, when a side including Petr Čech, Zdenek Grygera and
Milan Baroš defeated France in a penalty shoot-out in Basle to lift the trophy for the first time. MiroslavBeranek's
side finished second in Group B at the finals in Switzerland, losing their opening fixture 2-0 to France before defeating
Belgium 1-0 and drawing 1-1 against Greece to progress behind France. Italy were then defeated 3-2 in the semi-finals
before a 3-1 win against the French in a shoot-out after a goalless draw.

• That was the Czech Republic's second successive U21 final, following a 2-1 loss to Italy in the 2000 showpiece in
Bratislava.

• The Czechs have a fine record in U21 competition, reaching the quarter-finals in 1996 and previously, as
Czechoslovakia, in 1978, 1980, 1988, 1990, 1992 and 1994.

• Prior to qualifying for this year's event, the Czechs lost in the play-offs for the previous two finals, going down 4-3
on penalties to Switzerland in 2004 after the two sides had drawn 3-3 on aggregate and losing 3-0 to Germany over
two legs two years later.

• Only one member of the Czech squad has played for the senior international side: Daniel Pudil, who won his first
and only cap to date as a half-time substitute in a friendly against Belgium in February.

• Seven players appeared in all four qualifying matches: Zlámal, Josef Kaufman, Hubník, Kadlec, Pudil, Jan Holenda
and Papadopulos. Of those Zlámal, Hubník, Kadlec and Pudil played all 360 minutes.

• Ten players in the finals squad did not appear at all in qualifying: Josef Kubásek, Švenger, Martin Kuncl,
Martin Klein, Milan Kopic, Tomáš Krbeček, František Rajtoral, Jiří Kladrubský, Jan Kysela and Filip Rýdel.
Klein was an unused substitute in all four qualifying matches.

• Tomáš Frejlach was one of nine players to score three goals in qualifying, one less than top scorers England's Theo
Walcott and Russia pair Igor Denisov and Nikita Bazhenov. However, the Liberec midfielder will miss the finals with
a knee injury.
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• The Czechs were one of five finalists to remain unbeaten in qualifying, defeating Cyprus (2-0) and Belarus (2-1) to
win Group 9. Bosnia-Herzegovina were then overcome 3-2 on aggregate in the play-offs, Frejlach scoring a late
equaliser to secure a 1-1 draw in the second leg after goals from Kolář and Hubník had earned a 2-1 first-leg
advantage.

• The Czech Republic reached the final of the Vale do Tejo tournament in February, Ladislav Volešák scoring both
goals in a 2-0 win against Slovenia. Fillo then headed them into the lead in the final against hosts Portugal, but
Semedo levelled on the hour and Portugal subsequently prevailed 4-1 in a penalty shoot-out.

• Škorpil's plans for these finals were undermined by withdrawals, with Frejlach ruled out by a knee injury while
captain Martin Latka was forced to pull out on 6 June having failed to recover from a thigh problem. Mario Holek was
ruled out the previous day with a sprained ankle.

• Kuncl was called up the replace Latka, becoming the third new face in the Czech squad following the late additions
of SK Sigma Olomouc midfielder Filip Rýdel and FC Viktoria Plzeň forward Tomáš Krbeček.

Serbia
• Serbia will progress to the semi-finals with victory against the Czech Republic irrespective of the outcome of the
later match between England and Italy in Arnhem. That is because Serbia defeated the Azzurini 1-0 in their opener,
Dejan Milovanović scoring the only goal in the 63rd minutue, while Czech Republic-England was goalless.

• Milovanović, voted the Carlsberg Man of the Match, said: "I'm proud and honoured to receive this trophy, but this
award is not just for me - it's for the whole Serbia team. The most important thing for us is that we play together as a
team, we live like one person. That's the only way to have success."

• Milovanović is actually the oldest player in these finals. The 23-year-old was born on 21 January 1984. Israel forward
Ben Sahar (born 10 August 1989) is the youngest player here.

• Stefan Babović, Boško Janković, Damir Kahriman and Dragan Mrdja all picked up bookings against Italy and
will incur a suspension with another caution.

• The teams have met before in different guises at this level. The last one came in September when Serbia won 1-0
away in Kromeriz. Mrdja scored the winner in 76th minute.

• In the quarter-finals in 1980, Yugoslavia drew 1-1 in Czechoslovakia before edging the return 2-1 to progress to the
last four where they were beaten 4-0 on aggregate by eventual winners the Soviet Union.

• Their second meeting came in qualifying for the 1998 finals. A side featuring current FC Internazionale Milano and
Serbia playmaker Dejan Stanković helped Yugoslavia to a 3-0 home victory in November 1996, and the Balkan nation
made it a double when winning the return 1-0 the following April.

• Serbia coach Miroslav Djukić played 48 times for Yugoslavia. Two of those caps came against the Czech Republic,
home and away victories in qualifying for the 1998 FIFA World Cup.

• Djukić has had to prepare for this match without Miloš Krasić after the PFC CSKA Moskva midfielder picked up a
thigh injury in the early stages against Italy which has ruled him out of the tournament. "I am disappointed, unhappy
and sad," Krasić said. "This is the third Under-21 EURO for me and I was hoping to help the team. Now I must
concentrate on making a quick recovery and work towards the next EURO - this time with the senior side."

• Janković, Milovanović and Branislav Ivanović are also playing in their third U21 finals, having helped Serbia and
Montenegro to the final in 2004 and semi-finals last year in Portugal.
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• Serbia have played 132 competitive matches at U21 level, 64 of which have ended in victory with 34 defeats and
the same number of draws. Serbia have scored 230 goals in those games and conceded 151.

• Although this is the first time Serbia have qualified for the U21 finals as an independent nation, they enjoyed
considerable success as part of the former Yugoslavia, lifting the trophy in 1978 with a 5-4 aggregate victory against
the German Democratic Republic in what was then a two-legged final. Yugoslavia also reached the semi-finals in
1980 and 1984 and the final in 1990, where they lost 7-3 over two games to the Soviet Union.

• Beaten finalists in 2004, Serbia and Montenegro also qualified for last year's tournament and reached the last four
as Group A runners-up behind France. This time three points thanks to a 2-0 win against hosts Portugal on Matchday
2 proved enough, rendering defeats by Germany (1-0) and France (2-0) irrelevant, but luck was against Serbia and
Montenegro in the semi-final penalty shoot-out as Ukraine emerged as 5-4 winners following a goalless draw.

• Serbia qualified in dramatic fashion, opening Group 3 with a 3-1 win in Georgia and clinching first place in the section
thanks to a 2-0 defeat of Lithuania in Novi Sad. That good work looked to have been undone in the play-offs, however,
as Sweden ran out 3-0 winners in the first leg in Novi Sad but two goals in the first eleven minutes of the second
encounter, from Dragan Mrdja and Janković revived Serbian hopes. Stefan Babović levelled the aggregate scores
ten minutes before half-time and put Serbia in front overall a minute before the hour, before Miloš Krasić added a
fifth in the 66th minute to secure a remarkable 5-0 win and a place in the Netherlands.

• Nine members of Serbia's finals squad played in all four qualifying fixtures: Kahriman, Ivanović, Duško Tošić,
Smiljanić, Janković, Milovanović, Babović, Krasić and Mrdja. Of those, Kahriman, Ivanović, Tošić, Janković and
Milovanović played all 360 minutes.

• Seven, meanwhile, did not appear in qualifying: Igor Stefanović, Kesić, Kačar, Basta, Slobodan Rajković,
Nikola Petković and Zoran Tošić.

• Babović was one of nine players to score three times in qualifying, one goal fewer than the top scorers, England's
Theo Walcott and Russian pair Nikita Bazhenov and Igor Denisov.

• Serbia are one of the most experienced sides in the finals. Nine of the squad that reached the semi-finals as part
of the Serbia and Montenegro team in Portugal last year are included again here: Ivanović, Rnić, Duško Tošić,
Basta, Janković, Babović, Krasić, Rakić and Milovanović.

• Seven members of the Serbia squad have already had a taste of senior internationals, with Janković the most
successful having scored twice in his four appearances. Krasić has also won four caps, one more than Duško Tošić
while Ivanović and Basta have both made two appearances and Rnić and Antonio Rukavina one each.

• Rukavina made his debut in the 2-0 victory away to Finland in qualifying for UEFA EURO 2008™ on 2 June. Janković
opened the scoring for Serbia on two minutes and Krasić also started the match.

• Djukić had never coached before he took charge ahead of qualifying for these finals. The 41-year-old, who was
capped 48 times for Yugoslavia having represented his country at the 1998 World Cup as well as UEFA EURO 2000™,
was appointed coach of FK Partizan in January and will leave the U21 side after the tournament.

• Former FK Vojvodina left-back Nikola Petković joined up with the Serbian squad just four days before the start of
the tournament after signing a four-year contract with Gençlerbirligi SK in Ankara.
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Squad list

Czech Republic
All-timeCurrent season

U21FTQual.
GlsPldGlsPldGlsPldClubAgeDoBPlayerNo

Goalkeepers
-1-1-4AC Sparta Praha2105.11.1985Zdeněk Zlámal1
------Baník Sokolov2206.05.1985Josef Kubásek16
------Zenit Cáslav2006.07.1986Milan Švenger23

Defenders
-1-1-4FK Teplice2327.03.1984Josef Kaufman2
------1. FC Brno2301.04.1984Martin Kuncl3
-1-114SK Sigma Olomouc2306.06.1984Roman Hubník4
-----41. FC Slovácko2213.12.1984Michal Kadlec5
------FK Teplice2202.07.1984Martin Klein13
-1-1--FK Mladá Boleslav2123.11.1985Milan Kopic21

Midfielders
-1-1-2AC Sparta Praha2326.01.1984Luboš Hušek6
-1-114FC Viktoria Plzen2127.10.1985Daniel Kolář7
-1-1-1FK Teplice2229.06.1984Tomáš Jirsák8
------FC Viktoria Plzen2127.10.1985Tomáš Krbecek9
-1-1-4FC Slovan Liberec2127.09.1985Daniel Pudil11
-1-1-2SK Slavia Praha2019.03.1987Michal Švec12
-1-1--FC Baník Ostrava2112.03.1986František Rajtoral15
-1-1--SK Dynamo Ceské

Budéjovice
2119.11.1985Jiří Kladrubský17

-1-1--FK Mladá Boleslav2117.12.1985Jan Kysela18
------SK Sigma Olomouc2330.03.1984Filip Rýdel20

Forwards
----14SK Dynamo Ceské

Budéjovice
2122.08.1985Jan Holenda10

-----4Bayer 04 Leverkusen2214.04.1985Michal Papadopulos14
-1-1-1FC Viktoria Plzen2107.02.1986Martin Fillo19
-1-1-2FC Slovan Liberec1920.03.1988Jan Blažek22

Coach
-1-1-4CZE6206.06.1945Ladislav Škorpil-
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Serbia
All-timeCurrent season

U21FTQual.
GlsPldGlsPldGlsPldClubAgeDoBPlayerNo

Goalkeepers
-1-1-4FK Vojvodina2219.11.1984Damir Kahriman1
------FK Vojvodina1917.07.1987Igor Stefanović12
------FK Mladost Apatin1918.08.1987Aleksandar Kesić23

Defenders
29-1-4FC Lokomotiv Moskva2322.02.1984Branislav Ivanović2
-1---3FK Partizan2230.09.1984Nemanja Rnić4
------FK Vojvodina2026.01.1987Gojko Kačar5
-1-1-2OFK Beograd2110.11.1985Aleksandar Kolarov6
-3-1-4OFK Beograd2219.01.1985Duško Tošić11
-----1FK Napredak2019.06.1986Predrag Pavlović15
-4----FK Crvena Zvezda2218.08.1984Dušan Basta19
------OFK Beograd1803.02.1989Slobodan Rajković20
------FK Vojvodina2128.03.1986Nikola Petković22

Midfielders
-1-1-2FK Partizan2326.01.1984Antonio Rukavina3
-1-114FK Partizan2019.11.1986Milan Smiljanić7
-6-124FK Crvena Zvezda2301.03.1984Boško Janković8
281114FK Crvena Zvezda2321.01.1984Dejan Milovanović10
-1-1-3FC Amkar Perm2207.09.1984Nikola Drinčić13
-1-134OFK Beograd2007.01.1987Stefan Babović14
-----3OFK Beograd2230.06.1984Djordje Ivelja16
-5-114PFC CSKA Moskva2201.11.1984Miloš Krasić17

Forwards
-1-1-2OFK Beograd2131.10.1985Djordje Rakić9
-1-124K. Lierse SK2323.01.1984Dragan Mrdja18
-1-1--FK Banat Zrenjanin2028.04.1987Zoran Tošić21

Coach
-1-1-4SRB4119.02.1966Miroslav Djukić-
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Head coaches

Czech Republic: Ladislav Škorpil

Date of birth: 6 June 1945

Playing career: RH Hradec Králové (twice), Dukla Žamberk

Coaching career: Spartak Hradec Králové youth sides (1969-90), Czechoslovakia Under-16s and U18s (1982-90),
SK Hradec Králové (1990-93), DAC Dunajská Streda (1993-94), FK Dukla Praha (1995-97), DAC Dunajská Streda
(1997-98), Hradec Králové (1998), FC Slovan Liberec (1999-2004), Czech Republic Under-21s (since 2004)

Ladislav Škorpil may not have been an outstanding player but that has proved no handicap in his coaching career.
As well as proving his talent at various youth levels, he led FC Slovan Liberec to their first league title in 2002 and to
the quarter-finals of the UEFA Cup.

Škorpil earned his reputation coaching the youth sides at Spartak Hradec Králové, which led to a similar role within
the Czechoslovakian Football Association. He worked with the U16 and U18 sides until 1990 when he took his first
post as coach of a top-flight Czechoslovakian side, Hradec Králové. He moved to Slovakia's Dunajská Streda in 1993,
took them to third place and then returned home at the end of the season to help Dukla Praha win promotion to the
top flight. After further short spells at Dunajská Streda and Hradec Králové, he joined Liberec where he enjoyed
sustained success.

Liberec won the Czech Cup in 2000 and then the Czech league for the first time in 2002, earning Škorpil the coach
of the year award in the process. They excelled in Europe the following season, defeating RC Celta de Vigo, RCD
Mallorca and Olympique Lyonnais en route to the UEFA Cup quarter-finals where they lost to eventual finalists BV
Borussia Dortmund. In 2004 Škorpil took charge of the Czech U21 side and though he missed out in his first attempt
to reach the U21 finals, losing to Germany in the play-offs in 2006, he made no mistake second time round.
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Serbia: Miroslav Djukić

Date of birth: 19 February 1966

Playing career: FK Macva, FK Rad, RC Deportivo La Coruña, Valencia CF, CD Tenerife; Yugoslavia (48 caps)

Coaching career: Serbia Under-21s (since 2006) and FK Partizan (since January 2007)

Miroslav Djukić enjoyed plenty of success as a player in Spain with Deportivo and Valencia and looks set to continue
in the same vein on the bench after guiding Serbia through qualifying in his first job as a coach.

Djukić, the last great libero in Yugoslavian domestic football, began his playing career with his hometown club Macva
before spurning Serbia's big two FK Crvena Zvezda and FK Partizan to join Rad, a club on the rise. It was an unusual
choice, but then Djukić has always done things his way. Similar thinking took him to Deportivo in 1990. Then a second
division side, Djukić's decision was quickly vindicated as Depor won promotion the following year and were soon
competing at Europe's top table.

Djukić will always be associated with the club, particularly for one moment in the final round of the 1993/94 season
when he missed a penalty in the final minute against Valencia that cost them the title. Two years later Djukić moved
to Valencia and the following season Depor finally won their first league title. "God exists, they deserve that. Now I
have peace in my soul," Djukić said. After twice appearing on the losing side with Valencia in the UEFA Champions
League finals of 2000 and 2001, Djukić eventually collected some silverware himself as the Mestalla club captured
the Spanish crown in 2002.

He made his international debut for Yugoslavia in a 1-1 draw against Turkey in Izmir on 27 February 1991. He went
on to win 46 caps, scoring twice, and represented his country at the 1998 FIFA World Cup as well as UEFA EURO
2000™. He saw out his career with Tenerife in 2004 before training to be a coach in Spain. The hard work paid off
with his appointment as Serbia coach ahead of qualifying for the 2007 UEFA European Under-21 Championship.
Serbia's successful campaign caught the eye of Partizan who gave him his first taste of club management when they
named him coach on 9 January 2007. Djukić will continue in both jobs until the end of the tournament in the Netherlands
after which he will step down as coach of the U21s.
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Match officials

Robert Małek (POL)Referee
Aurel Onita (ROU), Mustafa Emre Eyisoy (TUR)Assistant referees
Bjorn Kuipers (NED)Fourth official
Márton Esterházy (HUN)UEFA Delegate
Marc Batta (FRA)UEFA Referee observer

Referees

UEFAUNDER21DoBNat.Name
5315.03.1971POLRobert Małek

Like English referee Howard Webb - who served at the 2006 UEFA European Under-21 Championship finals - Robert
Małek is a policeman. As a match official, he has a burgeoning reputation in his native Poland and was appointed to
UEFA's Premier list in January this year, just before taking part in the 15th UEFA Advanced Course for Elite and
Premier Referees in Rome in February.

• First took charge of an international match on 22 May 2002 as Spain won 4-0 at home against F.Y.R. Macedonia
in UEFA European Under-19 Championship qualifying.

• The Zabrze-based official refereed U19 qualifying round matches in May 2005 and May 2006, after acquiring his
first experience of Under-21 football during Sweden's 1-0 win against Malta in September 2004.

• Officiated at the 1-1 UEFA Champions League qualifying draw between FC Sheriff and FC Spartak Moskva in July
2006 before refereeing two UEFA Cup matches this season. He then went on to take charge of Italy’s 2-1 UEFA
EURO 2008™ qualifying win against the Faroe Islands earlier this month.

Did you know?
Małek's police duties regularly include helping with crowd control at football matches.

UEFA European Under-21 Championship matches involving teams from the two countries involved in this
match
No matches found
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Group statistics - Group  B

PtsGAGFLDWPld
3010011Serbia
1000101Czech Republic
1000101England
0101001Italy

Stadium, VenueResultMatchDate
Gelredome, Arnhem0-0Czech Republic - England11.06.2007

Goals: -
Czech Republic: Zlámal, Kaufman, Hubník, Hušek, Kolář (Fillo 18), Jirsák, Pudil, Švec, Rajtoral (Kladrubský 72),
Kysela (Blažek 79), Kopic
England: Carson, Hoyte, Baines, Cahill, Reo-Coker, Richardson (Routledge 57), Nugent, Young, Milner (Lita 65),
Huddlestone (Noble 82), Onuoha
Referee:  Zsolt Szabó (HUN)

Stadium, VenueResultMatchDate
De Goffert, Nijmegen1-0Serbia - Italy11.06.2007

Goals: 1-0 D. Milovanović 63
Serbia: Kahriman, Ivanović, Rukavina, Kolarov, Smiljanić, Janković, D. Milovanović, D. Tošić, Babović (Drinčić 76),
Krasić (Z. Tošić 32), Mrdja (Rakić 83)
Italy: Curci (Viviano 22), Andreolli, Chiellini, Nocerino, Mantovani, Montolivo, Aquilani (Pelle 82), Pazzini, Rosina,
Raggi, Palladino (Rossi 74)
Referee:  Stéphane Lannoy (FRA)

De Goffert, Nijmegen-Czech Republic - Serbia14.06.2007

Gelredome, Arnhem-England - Italy14.06.2007

Gelredome, Arnhem-Italy - Czech Republic17.06.2007

De Goffert, Nijmegen-England - Serbia17.06.2007
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Competition facts

UEFA European Under-21 Championship: qualifying

• It started out with 51 nations, but six months, 72 games and 199 goals later, seven teams had won the right to join
hosts and holders the Netherlands in the 2007 UEFA European Under-21 Championship finals.

• Russia were the most prolific scorers in qualifying, although 12 goals in their four matches were not enough to secure
a place in the finals as they lost out to Portugal in the play-offs.

• The Portuguese scored eight during their campaign, the same as England and Belgium but two fewer than Serbia
who were the most free-scoring of the finalists. The Czech Republic hit the net seven times, and Israel five, while Italy
booked their place by scoring at the unremarkable rate of exactly one per game.

• Italy boasted the best defence in qualifying, holding out for 330 minutes before Spain's Roberto Soldado finally broke
their resistance in the play-offs.

• Having lost the first leg of their play-off 3-0 in Sweden, Serbia's 5-0 second-leg triumph was the biggest win in
qualifying, matching Hungary's 5-0 demolition of Finland. The Finns also conceded five against Russia although Veli
Lampi did score a consolation in that match.

• Only players born or after 1 January 1984 are eligible to play in the 2006/07 European U21 Championship.

• At 15 years and eleven months, Liechtenstein midfielder David Hasler was the youngest player to appear in qualifying
when he started in his side's back-to-back defeats by Northern Ireland in the preliminary round in April and May.

• Terry Dixon became the youngest in qualifying proper when he came on as a substitute in the Republic of Ireland's
loss to Belgium in September. At 16 years and seven months the Tottenham Hotspur FC striker was six years younger
than F.Y.R. Macedonia goalkeeper Filip Madzovski, who was born on 1 January 1984 - the maximum limit of eligibility
for the competition.

UEFA European Under-21 Championship: finals

• No team has won the competition on home territory since the switch to a new format in 1994. Until then the final had
been decided on a two-legged basis. Spain came closest in 1996, reaching the final where they lost on penalties to
Italy.

• Italy have won four of the seven finals since the new format was introduced.

• Seven single-match finals (from a total of 15) have taken place since the format changed for the 1992-94 competition.

• Since the 1992-94 change, Italy have won all four finals in which they have appeared with Spain, the Czech Republic
and the Netherlands winning the other three. France, Greece, Serbia and Montenegro and Ukraine have each been
losing finalists.

• Six red cards have been issued in single-match finals. The most recent was Olexandr Romanchuk for Ukraine in
the 2006 showpiece.

• The single-match final has seen three goals on three occasions. In 2000, Italy beat the Czech Republic 2-1, thanks
to Andrea Pirlo's double. In 2004, the Azzurrini won 3-0 against Serbia and Montenegro thanks to goals from Daniele
De Rossi, Cesare Bovo and Alberto Gilardino. The Netherlands won by the same margin last year, with Klaas Jan
Huntelaar (two) and Nicky Hofs on target.
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• Those 3-0 wins for Italy in 2004 and the Netherlands in 2006 are the biggest winning margins in a one-off final.

• Pirlo and Huntelaar are the only men to have scored twice in a final since 1994's move to one-off games. Prior to
that Vahid Halilhodžić (Yugoslavia 1978), Gary Owen (England 1982), Franck Sauzée (France 1988) and Andrei
Sidelnikov (USSR 1990) had all scored twice in one leg of a final.

• Prior to the single-match finals, Pierre Littbarski, for West Germany in the 1982 final second leg, is the only man to
have scored a hat-trick.

• Since the single-match finals began, two have ended in penalty shoot-outs, with nine-man Italy triumphing 5-4 in
the 1996 final against Spain. The Czech Republic did likewise, prevailing 3-1 over France in 2002 following the only
final to date to end in a goalless draw.

• Only the 1994 final has been decided in extra time, substitute Pierluigi Orlandini winning it for Italy against Portugal
with the only goal of the game in the 97th minute.

• Only five players have won the European U21 title twice: Danny Thomas (England 1982 and 1984), Dario Marcolin
and Roberto Muzzi (Italy 1992 and 1994) and Fabio Cannavaro and Christian Panucci (Italy 1994 and 1996).

• The fulcrum of Italy's FIFA World Cup winning squad had also been involved in U21 final victories: Cannavaro (1994
and 1996), Filippo Inzaghi (1994), Francesco Totti and Alessandro Nesta(1996), Andrea Pirlo and Gennaro Gattuso
(2000) and Marco Amelia, Daniele De Rossi, Alberto Gilardino and Andrea Barzagli (2004). Laurent Blanc is the only
other player to have achieved the double, adding his 1998 World Cup medal to the U21 one he had picked up a
decade earlier.

• Pierre Littbarski claimed the 1990 World Cup with West Germany, beating England in the semi-finals. Eight years
earlier he had scored a hat-trick in vain as his side lost the U21 final 5-4 on aggregate to the same opponents.

• When he helped France to success at UEFA EURO 2000™ Blanc became the first - and so far only - player to win
both the U21 title and the UEFA European Championship.

• Ben Sahar at 17 is the youngest player among the eight squads in the Netherlands. He was born on 10 August
1989. The 23-year-old Dejan Milovanović, born on 21 January 1984, is the oldest player on view.
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Competition information

The Netherlands turned on the style last night to become the first side to progress to the semi-finals of the UEFA
European Under-21 Championship. Goals from Ryan Babel, a penalty, and Maceo Rigters set the hosts on their way,
although Miguel Veloso's strike ensured a nervy finish in front of a sell-out crowd in Groningen. Belgium need a point
against their neighbours on Saturday to join the holders in the last four – and the Olympic Games – while Serbia will
qualify with victory against the Czech Republic tonight irrespective of the result in the England-Italy fixture.

• Olympic Games: The four semi-finalists will qualify for the 2008 Olympic Football Tournament in Beijing, unless
England reach the last four in which case a play-off between the teams who finish in third place in their groups will
be needed to determine Europe's fourth entrant. This match would be played in Nijmegen on 21 June (kick-off 20.45).

• Carlsberg Man of the Match: A member of the UEFA Technical Study Group will select a man of the match at
every game in the finals. The player will receive his award at the post-match press conference. The winners so far
are:

NED v ISR: Royston Drenthe (NED)
POR v BEL: Marouane Fellaini (BEL)
CZE v ENG: Nigel Reo-Coker (ENG)
SRB v ITA: Dejan Milovanović (SRB)
ISR v BEL: Kevin Mirallas (BEL)
NED v POR: Maceo Rigters (NED)

• Attendances: The finals are on course to break the overall attendance record for a championship at this level after
all 26,000 tickets were sold for the Netherlands' final Group A game against Belgium. "The people here in the north
of the country are mad about football," home coach Foppe de Haan told uefa.com. The 2006 finals in Portugal attracted
182,671 supporters, shattering the previous record of 110,000 set in 2004 in Germany. In 2006, the highest crowd
was 28,174 when Germany played Portugal in the group stage, while the average match attendance was 12,178.
The attendances here so far have been:

NED v ISR: 22,013
POR v BEL: 7,197
CZE v ENG: 9,382
SRB v ITA: 8,347
ISR v BEL: 5,239
NED v POR: 19,498

The following players are one booking away from suspension:
Group A:
BEL: Kevin Mirallas, Jonathan Blondel, Maarten Martens, Anthony Vanden Borre.
ISR: Dekel Keinan, Shai Maymon, Ben Sahar, Aviram Baruchyan, Shlomi Arbeitman.
NED: Daniël De Ridder, Calvin Jong-A-Pin, Royston Drenthe. POR: Hugo Almeida, João Moutinho, Amoreirinha,
Miguel Veloso, João Pereira.

Group B:
CZE: Martin Fillo, Roman Hubník, Michal Švec.
ENG: Gary Cahill, David Nugent, Liam Richardson, Ashley Young.
ITA: Giorgio Chiellini.
SRB: Stefan Babović, Boško Janković, Damir Kahriman, Dragan Mrdja.
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• TV rights: Television rights for the finals have been sold to more than 150 countries and territories worldwide.
Partnerships exist with leading broadcasters in all the participating countries including RAI (Italy), Sky Sports (UK),
Talpa (Netherlands), Sport 1 (Israel), B92 (Serbia), TVI (Portugal), RTBF and VRT (Belgium), and Czech TV (Czech
Republic). Free live streaming will be available on www.uefa.com in Europe in all the remaining national associations
where broadcast rights have not been acquired and outside Europe in Japan and Korea Republic. uefa.com will also
be offering free short highlights of each game as well as extensive full highlights and full match reruns. Regular
vodcasts and video features will be available to complement the extensive news and live coverage on site.

• Quicklinks: A media information guide is being updated daily on uefa.com, providing times of press conferences
and training as well as the full addresses of the teams' hotels and training grounds. It can be accessed via this link:
http://www.uefa.com/competitions/under21/finals/index.html

• Hit Squad: Around 16,000 people attended Sunday's first Fan Festival of the finals with sunny weather enhancing
the party atmosphere in Heerenveen. The organisers called the event at the Burgemeester Kuperusplein, a large
open area in the northern Dutch city normally reserved for parking, "a roaring success". Until the final on 23 June, the
Hit Squad will be at the Fan Festival before selected matches.

14 June: 15.45-19.15 - Kerkplein (Arnhem)

16 June: 15.45-19.15 - Burgemeester Kuperusplein (Heerenveen)

17 June: 15.45-19.15 - Grote Markt (Nijmegen)

20 June: 15.45-19.15 - TBC

23 June: 15.45-19.15 - Grote Markt (Groningen)

• New ball: The finals have an official match ball for the first time, an adidas one featuring the orange of the Dutch
national shirts tinged with gold to represent the Netherlands' success at last summer's finals and the fact that they
are hosting the event. The ball employs the latest technology and is made of just 14 panels, as opposed to the 32-panel
design that has characterised most footballs since 1970. With balls now being thermally bonded rather than hand
stitched, fewer panels are used, allowing a smoother surface and a perfectly rounded ball which is easier for players
to control.

• Giant picture: Cees Jansen, the mayor of Arnhem, and tournament director Harry Been unveiled a giant picture of
the official match ball on the outside of the 65 metre-tall WTC Building in Arnhem. The image, which is 33m high and
30m wide, took three days to put up and will remain on the building near Arnhem Central Station for the next few
weeks.

• Official song: Rush Hour by DJ Armin van Buuren is the official tune of the finals. Available in shops, it will be played
during the warm-up before every match, as the players enter the pitch and after each goal in the final. In addition,
Van Buuren will perform during the final in Groningen after a concert at the Radio 538 Fan Festival at the city's Grote
Markt earlier in the day.

• Free transport: Coach company Rexona are providing free coaches for Dutch fans wanting to see the host nation's
games, departing from all over the Netherlands in a bid to increase support for Foppe de Haan's team. Home supporters
who already have a match ticket for one of their team's games can apply for a seat on one of the coaches at
www.Rexona.nl/bus.

• Anti-doping: On Tuesday, the four Group B teams attended a one-hour anti-doping session in which UEFA experts
highlighted the dangers of drugs and doping, as well as explaining doping control procedures. UEFA's anti-doping
drive, which has been stepped up in the past couple of years, is particularly aimed at younger players, with education
programmes taking place at all youth tournaments. The Group A teams attended sessions on Monday.
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• uefa.com: A team of reporters in the Netherlands will help uefa.com provide coverage in eleven languages - English,
Dutch, French, German, Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, Russian, Japanese, Chinese and Korean - including the live
MatchCentre for every game. The Dutch Under-21 site was launched on 14 February and is run in close co-operation
with the KNVB.

• 2006 team of the tournament: uefa.com staff writers selected the following side from the 176 who took part in
Portugal.
GK: Steve Mandanda (France)
RB: Dwight Tiendalli (Netherlands)
CB: Dmytro Chygrynskiy (Ukraine)
CB: Milan Stepanov (Serbia and Montenegro)
LB: Urby Emanuelson (Netherlands)
RM: Thomas Kahlenberg (Denmark)
CM: Ismaïl Aissati (Netherlands)
CM: Rio Antonio Mavuba (France)
LM: Jérémy Toulalan (France)
CF: Artem Milevskiy (Ukraine)
CF: Klaas Jan Huntelaar (Netherlands)
The uefa.com U21 team of the tournament does not bear the official UEFA imprimatur.

Trophy: The UEFA European Under-21 Championship trophy was created by Bertoni in Milan for the 1996-98
campaign after Italy kept the previous one following their three consecutive tournament wins. The 37cm-high trophy
is made of brass, glass and Plexiglas, weighs seven kilograms and cost 10,000CHF. The winning nation will get to
keep the trophy until the draw for the 2009 finals and will also receive a scaled-down replica.

• How the 2007 final round works: The group stage is based on a league system (three points for a win, one for a
draw, none for a defeat) to produce four semi-finalists. The winners and runners-up in each group play each other
over one match to produce the two finalists - Winner Group A v Runner-up Group B/Winner Group B v Runner-up
Group A. If in the semi-finals or final the match ends in a draw, extra time then penalties will be played to determine
the winner.

If two or more teams are equal on points on completion of all the matches in their group, the following criteria will be
used to determine the rankings in the order given:
a) number of points obtained in the matches among the teams in question;
b) goal difference in the matches among the teams in question;
c) number of goals scored in the matches among the teams in question (if more than two teams finish equal on points);
d) goal difference in all the group matches;
e) number of goals scored in all the group matches;
f) coefficient from the qualifying competitions (only group stage matches) for the 2006/07 and 2007/09 UEFA European
Under-21 Championship (points obtained divided by the number of matches played);
g) goal difference from the play-offs;
h) average number of goals scored per play-off;
i) fair play conduct of the teams (final tournament);
h) drawing of lots.

If two teams which have the same number of points, the same number of goals scored and conceded play their last
group match against each other and are still equal at the end of that match, the ranking of the two teams in question
will be determined by penalties, provided no other teams within the group have the same number of points on completion
of all group matches.
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Tournament schedule

Final tournament
VenueAwayResHomeDate
HeerenveenIsrael1 - 0NetherlandsGrp A10.06.2007
GroningenBelgium0 - 0PortugalGrp A10.06.2007
ArnhemEngland0 - 0Czech RepublicGrp B11.06.2007
NijmegenItaly1 - 0SerbiaGrp B11.06.2007
HeerenveenBelgium0 - 1IsraelGrp A13.06.2007
GroningenPortugal2 - 1NetherlandsGrp A13.06.2007
NijmegenSerbia18.15Czech RepublicGrp B14.06.2007
ArnhemItaly20.45EnglandGrp B14.06.2007
HeerenveenNetherlands20.45BelgiumGrp A16.06.2007
GroningenPortugal20.45IsraelGrp A16.06.2007
ArnhemCzech Republic20.45ItalyGrp B17.06.2007
NijmegenSerbia20.45EnglandGrp B17.06.2007

Group  A
PtsGAGFLDWPldTeamPos.
6130022Netherlands1
4010112Belgium2
1211102Portugal3
0202002Israel4

Group  B
PtsGAGFLDWPldTeamPos.
3010011Serbia1
1000101Czech Republic2
1000101England3
0101001Italy4

Top scorers - Final tournament - Group phase

Kevin Mirallas (BEL)1
Hedwiges Maduro (NED)1
Ryan Babel (NED)1
Maceo Rigters (NED)1
Miguel Veloso (POR)1
Dejan Milovanović (SRB)1
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Legend

Squad list
No: number DoB: date of birth
Qual: qualifying FT: final tournament
Pld: played Gls: goals All-time U21: final tournament only
Match officials
Nat: nationality
DoB: date of birth
Under-21: Total matches officiated in UEFA European Under-21 Championship including all qualifying round matches. Matches where the official
has acted as the fourth official are not included in these statistics. These are the official statistics considered valid for communicating official records
in the competition.
UEFA: Total matches officiated in all UEFA competitions including all qualifying round matches. Matches where the official has acted as the fourth
official are not included in these statistics. These are the official statistics considered valid for communicating official records in the competition.
Group statistics/Tournament schedule
Pos: position Pld: played
W: won D: drawn
L: lost GF: goals for
GA: goals against Pts: points
NOTE: All-time statistics
Goals totals include the outcome of disciplinary decisions (eg. match forfeits when a 3-0 result is determined). Goals totals do not include goals
scored from the penalty mark during a penalty shoot-out.

National team competitions
EURO: UEFA European Football Championship • U21: UEFA European
Under-21 Championship
WC: FIFA World Cup • CONFCUP: Confederation Cup
FRIE: Friendly internationals • U21FRIE: Under-21 friendly internationals
U21: UEFA European Under-21 Championship
U19: UEFA European Under-19 Championship • U18: UEFA European
Under-18 Championship
U17: UEFA European Under-17 Championship • U16: UEFA European
Under-16 Championship
RCUP: UEFA Regions' Cup • MCUP: UEFA-CAF Meridian Cup

:: Competition stages
QR3: Third qualifying roundF: Final
R1: First roundGS: Group stage
R2: Second roundGS1: First group stage
R3: Third roundGS2: Second group stage
R4: Fourth roundKO1: First knockout round
SF: Semi-finalsPR: Preliminary round
1/8: Eighth-finalsQF: Quarter-finals
1/16: Sixteenth-finalsQR: Qualifying round
1st: first legQR1: First qualifying round
2nd: second legQR2: Second qualifying round
P-O: Play-offFT: Final tournament
P-O 5th: Fifth place play-offP-O 3rd: Third place play-off
P-O 8th: Eighth place play-offP-O 7th: Seventh place play-off

:: Statistics
(+) : Denotes player introduced(-) : Denotes player substituted
(+/-) : Denotes player introduced and substituted(*) : Denotes player dismissed/sent off

• Disclaimer: Although UEFA has taken all reasonable care that the information contained within this document is
accurate at the time of publication, no representation or guarantee (including liability towards third parties), expressed
or implied, is made as to its accuracy, reliability or completeness. Therefore, UEFA assumes no liability for the use
or interpretation of information contained herein.
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