FOOTBALL FOR
EVERYONE



MATCH PREVIEW

“The acceptance of homosexuality:in-football ‘;&
shouldn’t even be a matter for:discussion, —F
I\

just as origin and religion-aren’t.” KP‘I\VB




MAARTEN MARTENS, AZ

EDUCATE

Action: Inclusion of the issue of discrimination in general
1 and the acceptance of homosexuality in particular in existing
KNVB training material.
Explanation: Focus on the vulnerable position of young people in
all KNVB Academy training courses, in particular in the matter of
sexual preference. In addition to the training courses for trainers/
coaches, the KNVB offers a complete training package for
stewards involved in Dutch professional football organisations.
This package will offer concrete ways of dealing with homophobic
chants from supporters.

Action: Inclusion of the issue of discrimination in general and
2 the acceptance of homosexuality in particular in the certification
criteria for youth training courses in both amateur and professional
football clubs.
Explanation: Certification criteria monitor the approach of youth
training schemes regarding the education of players in both
amateur and professional football. The issue of the acceptance of
homosexuality will be mentioned explicitly and be part of this

certification.

ELEVEN
GOALS

Action: Including the issue of the acceptance of
3 homosexuality in the sports-wide “Towards a safer sports
climate’ campaign.
Explanation: The ‘Towards a safer sports climate’ campaign aims
to encourage acceptable behaviour and to prevent and tackle
unacceptable behaviour in sport. Sports clubs are encouraged
and inspired to join this campaign. As a first step, the sports club
will decide which issues they wish to tackle and which elements of
the programme are appropriate. At the KNVB’s request,
the acceptance of homosexuality has been explicitly included in
the various elements of this sports-wide campaign.

Action: Developing and offering a workshop on promoting
4 the acceptance of homosexuality in both amateur and
professional football clubs.
Explanation: A targeted workshop will be offered, with the
support of the John Blankenstein Foundation. The workshop
instructors will be engaged on the basis of their knowledge of
and their experience with the issue. The aim of the workshop is to
make football clubs, both amateur and professional, aware of the
issue and to offer actual tools to be used for improving the sports
climate. The workshop will be offered 1) by the KNVB district
offices; 2) as a separate course for football clubs; 3) through the
‘Towards a safer sports climate’ campaign.

5 Action: Inclusion of the acceptance of homosexuality as an

issue on the agendas of existing meetings, both national and
regional, held in amateur and professional football.
Explanation: The KNVB, in cooperation with the More Than
Football Foundation, organises regional meetings around the
KNVB Cup tournament. The professional football organisations act
as hosts for the amateur clubs in that specific region. In addition,
about a thousand amateur football club administrators meet every
year in the autumn at an administrators’ conference to exchange
views on a range of issues within football. The issue of the accep-
tance of homosexuality in the world of football will be explicitly put
on the agenda of these meetings.

Action: Making sure that the issue of the acceptance of
6 homosexuality is explicitly put on the agenda of all existing
meetings with supporters’ associations and supporters’
coordinators of professional football clubs.
Explanation: The KNVB is in continuous consultation with the
(representatives of) supporters’ associations and supporters’
coordinators of Dutch professional football clubs regarding issues
such as safety, crowd chants, transport arrangements and ticketing.
The issue of the acceptance of homosexuality will be included in
the existing consultation forums.

“ForAjax it goes:without saying that
football is for everyone. Skin colour,
age, gender, belief, sexuality or a
handicap; it makes no difference,
Everyone is welcome at Ajax.”

SUPPORT

Action: Appointing a confidential advisor to all the KNVB
7 district offices and at the headquarters in Zeist to support
amateur and professional football clubs on the issue of the
acceptance of homosexuality.
Explanation: Confidential advisors will act as a sounding board
and as an advisory body for associations and clubs in the region.
These confidential advisors will be given training in the acceptance
of homosexuality. Regional meetings will be organised in all the
KNVB districts, in cooperation with the John Blankenstein
Foundation, during which the confidential advisor will explain the
issue, concrete means of tackling it and provide contact details
for any form of support on this matter.

Action: Providing support to amateur clubs in drafting rules
8 of conduct with regard to the acceptance of homosexuality.
Explanation: In the KNVB'’s opinion rules of conduct are most
effective when these are not imposed from above but when they
are developed by the clubs themselves. A club toolbox has been
developed within the ‘Sportsmanship and Respect’ programme
to support amateur clubs in tackling this matter. The toolbox
provides answers to the question: “How do we put effective rules
of conduct into place?” The toolbox will explicitly refer to the topic

of sexual preference.




“Just like my teammates | am for
equal treatment, in football too. In
order to be happy, people must be
able to express their preference
irrespective of where they are or
what they do.”

“PSV supports the action plan of KNVB.
The club is against all forms of discrimina-
tion and fully supports all initiatives that
actively stimulate equality.”
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The KNVB is working with the Fair Play Alliance in elaborating and
implementing the action plan. The Fair Play Alliance was set up in
2008 and comprises: Gay Union Through Sports (GUTS,
coordination), NOC*NSF (Dutch Sports Federation), The Dutch
Sports Alliance (NSA), the John Blankenstein Foundation (JBF),
COC Nederland (a GLBT advocacy organisation) and Movisie.

Together these organisations promote the acceptance of gay men,
lesbians, bisexuals and transgenders in sport. The Dutch Ministry
of Education, Culture and Science and the Ministry of Public
Health, Welfare and Sport support the Alliance financially.

Please visit www.alliantie-gelijkspelen.nl for more information.

“| fully support the KNVB action plan.
This fits in with FC Twente’s policy that,
in addition to football and atmosphere,
solidarity is one of its core values.

It goes without saying that every form of
discrimination should be rejected.”
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